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Prejudice on the Gay Front Fades in Alameda

BY MARY EISENHART | PHOTOGRAPHY BY PHYLLIS CHRISTOPHER




¢ the 2004 version of that most Alamedan of all festivites, the
Fourth of Julv Parade, one of the tophies went o a float
cﬂlé&"fﬁggb«hrriugc Carriage. A celebration of same-sex mar-
riage. the carriage was the brainchild of Debra Arbuckle and
Sherry Stoll of the Alameda Lesbian Potluck Society, or ALPS,
The two married during the heady period following San
Francisco Mayor Gavin Newsom's ordering the county clerks
to 1ssue licenses to gay couples (and before the state Supreme
Court overruled him and voided the marriage licenses later
this summer).

Decked out in fancy wedding garb on a float enhanced by
the bramstorms of numerous community members w the
days leading up to the 4th, the ALPS members were simply
enjoymg the oceasion and moving along the parade route
when they were startled by someone from the reviewing stand
chasing after them and waving a trophy.

All in all, the Marriage Carriage marked somerhing ot a nile-
stone in the Islands history, and a pleasant sequel to the 2003
parade, which could have been ugly without some timely comi-
HILNIY iNteTvention.

Ken Werner, former charman of Alamedans Together
Against Hate 1 member of the airy’s Human Relations
Comnussion, recalls that on July 4, 2003, he and tellow
ATAH members were festoonmg the group’s trolley with
“No Room for Hate i Alameda™ banners when he noticed
a small, unfamihar, sign-toung, contingent preparing to take
its place in the parade.

Their placards expressed a range of conservatve pohtical and
rehgious sentiments, with a preponderance of anti-gay niessages
("Stop the Gay Davis War on Marriage!!” proclimed one;
*Gayt Marriage Destroys the Namral Fanmlby” added another),

The group. not trom Alameda, had registered at the lase
minute to snag the Lst, and highly conspicuous, spot for its
messace, and while there was a fuir smount of local conster-

nation, the First Amendment implications were clear: A public

event could not exclude paraapants based on the content of

therr message.

Thimkmg fast, Werner huddled with his fellow passengers
(including o Dixteland band) and garnered their support tor
a plan, doubled back and settled comtortably behind the
out-ot-towners, ATAH “"No Room for Hate i Alameda”™

banners were waving, und members. Werner proudly recalls,

were shouting,” 'No room tor hate, No roont tor hate We did
that all the way through Alameda”

ATAHY rolling cheering sectuon defused what could have
been a much nastier situation, "We'd let them go 20 or 30 feet
up ahead of us” he says, “and you'd see people’s reactions to
reading the signs. They'd be all.*Oh great, whats this one?; and
vou could see ther taces just draming, And we'd be coming up
behind them, "No room for hate!” and—thunderous applause.
So that happened the whole parade route until the end.”

Rev. Laura Rose, who would, the tollowing month, become
the muimster at the venerable Fiest Congreganonal Church of
Alumeda (United Chureli of Christ), recalls being ar the
parade. “People began to chant, or vell, 'No hate m Alameda!
No hate 1 Alamedal’

"It was actually very encouraging to me,” says Rose, who
married her longtime parmer, Tina Koeberl, a special educa-
tion anstructor at Encinal High, at a ceremony i Gavin
Newsom’s office. I was very sobered by the signs, but [ was

encouraged by the response.”
EER

Five vears ago, David Gunderman and Andrew Ruskopt
{another par of recent newlyweds) were hiving in Haves Valley
in San Francisco. “We were ted up with the ary” says
Gunderman, “with our cars being broken into, the conges-
tion, the lack of parking. We wanted to be in a quicter place
that was a true communty. | had heard that Alimeda was just
what we were looking tor”

Sa one weekend, he persuaded his skepucal parter to look
at houses on the Island. The par had just embarked on their
tour with Kane & Associates real estate broker Jerry
Nussbaum when they drove by a Crattsman just off of Webarer
and exclaimed, “What abour e house?!™ In short order,
they'd made an otfer, had it accepted and moved in.

“leowas,” savs Gunderman. “the weekend chat toeally
changed our Tives” Before long, the two had left their
oft-the-Island jobs and found new careers—as real estate
agents at Kane & Associdtes,

From their vantage point at the eprcenter of Alameda’ real
estate boom. the two agree that what's drawing people—of .l
persuasions—is the samer the (relanvely) afforduble housing.

the weather, the architectural heritage. the tree-lned streets.

The Rev Laura Rose, left, touts the inclusiveness of her church, First Congregational Church of Alameda (United Church of Chnist), where she is the
gregq
pastor. She and langume partner Tina Koeberl were married in a ceremaony at San Francisco Mayor Gavin Newsom's office.
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€WHEN | HAVE AN

ASTHMA ATTACK

| FEEL LIKE A FISH
WITH NO WATER.”?

-JESSE, AGE 5

| ATTACK ASTHMA. ACT NOW. |

20l | 1-866-NO-ATTACKS | SEPA
‘ﬂm‘ WWW. NDATTACKS.ORG s




